Centre Newsletter

Autumn Term 2011

It is lovely to welcome you all back in our newly configured building. | must thank all of the staff
who have worked so hard to make a smooth transition. We hope you have had a restful summer
and have enjoyed the lovely (though un-seasonal) October weather!

We are really pleased with our building and have settled in really well. We have also managed to
support the delivery of new services since moving in. We are delighted that the Health Visitors
are now running the Development Clinics from the Children’s Centre and our staff are supporting
parents with self weighing their babies.

This is your setting and we want to try to find ways to make all of your voices heard. We have
been inviting all our families to contribute to the values of The Lawns. This helps everyone to
have a shared understanding of what we all believe and how we put that into practice.

The values identified so far have been displayed on the board in Reception (and will also be
displayed in the nursery school shortly)

If you have any more suggestions to add to these please write them on the slip provided below
or jot them down on a piece of paper and put them in the box provided in Reception. Displaying
them and changing them regularly will keep them in everyone’s mind in our day to day work. The
children will also be contributing to them.

PLEASE CONTRIBUTE TO LAWNS VALUES

| would like to know more about the work of the Governors

| would like to know more about Friends of The Lawns

Print Name: ..o, Contact Number: ...,

Sure Start
Children’s Centres




Welcome to the Autumn Term in Nursery School

We have now all settled into the new building and The Nursery School
IS now based in The Woodland and Orchard Rooms and the reception
aged children use the ‘Treetops’ upstairs at certain times during the
day. It is a much better room than the one we used in the old Scholars
building. All the rooms are aptly named for this term’s planning which is
based around “Trees and Wood'.

The theme encompasses the early Autumn when we harvest fruits from
the garden. The Reception children have already made apple pies and
tarts. The children have gathered conkers. These are a great resource
for maths activities such as counting, sorting, weighing and calculating.

As the term progresses we will be observing and discussing the
changes to the trees in the garden. As usual we will be using the
natural resources that are freely available in our Forest School
activities. Forest School activities are so motivating and OFSTED
judged these lessons to be outstanding.

Children will be encouraged to use all their senses to explore the
natural world. They will be involved in spider hunts, preparing the
garden for Winter, spreading bark on the paths and mulching the fallen
leaves (after we have thrown them, jumped in them, stuck them and
painted them and anything else we can think of!)

Our core book this term is ‘Owl Babies’, some children have had a go
at drawing owls, they will use props to retell the story and make their
own version of the book. Later in the term children will participate in
discussion about the dark, hibernation, woodland animals and their
habitats and finally towards the end of term looking at pine trees, we
might even get around to decorating one!

As usual we recognise that every child is unique and will have interests
of their own, which means our planning is very flexible, so don't be
surprised if you spot something going on that does not fit with the
theme.
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CHILDMINDING GROUP

The Lawns Childminder Group meets every Wednesday 9.30am - 11.00am, term time
only, at The Lawns Children's Centre. The Group provides a safe, stimulating environ-
ment for Registered Childminders and their children. It's an ideal opportunity to
meet local childminders and share best practice. Barbie Calvert, Develop-
ment Coordinator visits the group on the first Wednesday of each month, she'd love to
meet you, share the latest Childcare information and answer any queries you may have.

Ever thought about using a Childminder?

benefits include:
Allows you to spend some quality time with your other children or on your own.
Registered childminders can offer individual attention to your child as they look after a
small number of children.
Children can be cared for in their own community and therefore continue to attend local
schools and other services
Siblings can be cared for together.
Flexibility to offer after school, evening, overnight or weekend care.

We have a variety of registered Childminders in and around Biggleswade with places available. Please contact
Barbie Calvert, Childminding Development Coordinator using the details below to discuss your requirements.

Barbie Calvert

Childminding Development & Network Coordinator - Central Bedfordshire (East)
Direct Line: 01767 313903

Mobile: 07743 890084
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Thank You

Thank you to all of you who donate £1.50 each week
to our School Fund. If you haven't been donating and
would like to, the money is collected on Mondays at
the beginning of each session. If you wish to pay half-
termly Mrs Simmonds, who collects the money, will be

-
|
|
|
| Dates for your Diary
|
|
|
able to let you know the amount to pay. Cheques are : Mon 31st Oct
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Mon 24th Oct - Half-Term. Holiday Club
Fri 28th Oct running.

; Centre Closed. Training Day
made payable to The Lawns Nursery School. With the

donations we are able to offer a variety of extras such
as shacks, fresh fruit, seasonal celebrations, flour for
play dough and other tactile and creative materials.
A record of your donation is kept purely for audit
purposes. If you do not wish your payment to be
recorded when you bring your child in, you can put it
in an envelope with your child’s name and the amount

Wed 16th Nov School Photographer here
Fri 16th Dec Last day of Autumn Term

Mon 19th Dec- Centre Closed. Christmas
Mon 2nd Jan 12 Holidays

written on it. Tue 3rd Jan Centre Closed. Training Day
| Wed 4th Jan First Day of Spring Term
I Mon 13th Feb - Half- Term.

LOWER SCHOOL ENROLMENT | Fri 17th Feb

We would like to remind you that you will not be ) )
| Fri 30th Mar Last day of Spring Term

considered for a place at Lower School when it is
time for your child to leave nursery if you do not
register. Please remember it is your responsibility,
as parent/carer, to register at the lower school of
your choice.
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Accessibility Working Group

This group is formed of parents, governors and staff.
Meetings usually last for about an hour, once a term.
The group helps to implement the
Accessibility Plan for
The Lawns Nursery School and Children’s Centre.
Our aim is to provide services that
welcome, value, encourage, and enable
each of our children,
parents, carers, staff, friends,
and other professionals.

If you would like to join the group
or have any comments to make on disability
and access to the Centre
please contact Valerie Ellar, Ann Pawlowski,
or any member of staff.
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Box Tops for Books Tokens

We are currently collection Box Top
for Books Tokens. These can be
found on Nestle cereal boxes and
cereal bar packets. We will be able
to swap the tokens for books. The
collection box for your tokens is in
the entrance to nursery.

Thank you

Job Centre +

Judy Willans, the Job Centre + adviser, is able to help with benefit advice, returning to
work and help with training. Please call the The Lawns on 01767 312312 if you would like

to see her
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Van Cols
School
Photographer
will be here on
Wednesday
16th November
2011
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Friends of the Lawns are now well into their second year and Laura Foster
(Chair), Louise Lant (Treasurer) and Julie Dennis (Secretary) would like to thank
everyone on the committee, parents and staff alike for their time attending
meetings, helping to organise events, helping with fundraising and general support.

At the beginning of September we found out that we have been awarded a Gold
Star Award from the NCPTA for “good governance, financial management and
relationships with school and staff”, which was fantastic news.

Last term we held a Messy Play Day and raised £40 from sales of refreshments
and cakes. It was such a success that we will definitely be doing another one at
some point. We also had a Nearly New Sale which helped to raise £121.30. The
monies from both events are going to be spent on installing a bird box with a
camera inside so the children can view the nesting of the birds, the hatching of the
eggs and the feeding of the young.

We are also doing another Bags2school collection on Friday 4™ November 2011.
The bags will be going out shortly for this so please keep any unwanted clothes,
shoes etc.

Children_in_Need is on Friday 18" November this year and we are currently
organising ways to raise money for this. So if you have any ideas please let one of
us know.

Due to the success of our 1* Christmas _Shopping Evening last year, we have
decided to do another this year. It will be held at Lawnside on Friday 2" December
from 7-9pm. We do have some spaces for tables which are £10. Please call Julie
Dennis on 07951 138952 for more details.

We also wanted to remind you that we are collecting the following items to raise
money, Ink cartridges, mobile phones, IPod’s, CD’s and DVD’s. Please hand these
to a committee member. We will have a dedicated box for this shortly.

If you haven’t seen the notice in our FOTL notice board, we are now on Facebook.
Please type in “The Friends of The Lawns” to “like” us to keep up to date with
upcoming events.

Many thanks for your continued support.

FRIENDS OF THE LAWNS




